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Name of activity: Fast Phrasals 

Short description: students practise using phrasal verbs in the context of a story 
about going to the beach 

Link to curriculum:   Grade 7; Unit 5.25 

Difficulty level: medium - difficult 

Time: 40 minutes 

Learning outcomes: by the end of this activity: 

 Students will have identified and used a range of phrasal verbs  

 
(Competency 6; Grammar) 

 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 Comic  

 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

Option 3 

Lesson plan with: 

 Activities for a 
Computer Room 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach
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Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation    1. Make enough copies of the cartoon for students to read in pairs 

2. There are 2 worksheets linked to this activity – decide whether 
one or both will be part of the lesson and make enough copies of 
the worksheet for students to work in pairs 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 – 10 min 

1. List several phrasal verbs for students to see – these could be 
examples from 5.25 such as switch on, switch off, turn up, turn 
down, plug in 

2. Explain that these are phrasal verbs and we use a lot of them in 
English 

3. A phrasal verb is a phrase made up of a verb with at least one 
other word – normally an adverb or a preposition. The meaning 
can be similar to the meaning of the verb or something completely 
different 

4. Normally their meaning cannot be understood based upon the 
meaning of each word in isolation. For example, if someone picks 
on someone else, they are not choosing them, but teasing them.  

5. See if students can identify any other examples, or elicit some 
other common examples from them – pick up, save up, write 
down 

Reading 
5 - 10 min 

1. Give out the comics to students in pairs. 
 

2. Explain that they will be reading a comic about some friends 
going to the beach. Ask some questions to help set the context, 
such as: 
a. Have you been on a trip with your friends?  
b. Have you been on a trip to the beach? How did you get there? 

 
3. Explain that the bold words are phrasal verbs – see if they can 

identify a few before they start reading. 
 

4. Explain to students that as they read they need to try and answer 
this gist question – ‘What happens on the way to the beach?’ Give 
students 5 – 10 minutes to read the comic. Encourage students to 
re-read it if time. 
 

5. Once students have finished reading, ask a few comprehension 
questions to ensure they have an understanding of the story 
before moving onto the practice activities. For example: 
a. Who does the car belong to? 
b. Why did they have to leave before 10am? 



c. Did they get to the beach? What happened? 

Practice 1 

10 – 15 min 

 

1. Give out worksheet 1 to the pairs of students. 
 

2. Explain that they have to work together to fill in the gaps using a 
phrasal verb from the box. Each gap has a clue in brackets.  
 

3. Work through at least one example together. 
 

4. Explain that each phrasal verb can only be used once. 
 

5. Give students time to work through this activity together. 
 

6. Once most pairs have finished, group each pair with another pair 
and have them check their answers. 
 

7. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Practice 2 

10 – 15 min 

1. Distribute worksheet 2 to students. With this worksheet, the verb 
is given but students have to think of the other word that missing 
to make up the phrasal verb. 
 

2. To support students, elicit or give a list of particles that are often 
used in phrasal verbs – on, off, up, down, in, out, of, back, over, 
behind. 
 

3. Work through at least one example together. 
 

4. Give students time to work through this activity together. 
 

5. Once most pairs have finished, group each pair with another pair 
and have them check their answers. 
 

6. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Variations 1. If the copies do not clearly show the bolded phrasal verbs in the 

comic, once students have read through the comic, help them 

identify each phrasal verb and list them for everyone to see. 

2. If students have a strong understanding of phrasal verbs they 

may not need the list of particles to be given for the 2nd practice 

activity. 
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Answer key 

Worksheet 1 

 

 

 

Worksheet 2 

 



Option 2: Data Projector 

Preparation    1. Set up the data projector with either option, using the link below 

a. downloaded PDF file of the comic 

b. internet access to the comic 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-

vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach 

2. Prepare enough copies of the worksheet for students to work in pairs 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 – 10  mins 

1. List several phrasal verbs for students to see – these could be 
examples from 5.25 such as switch on, switch off, turn up, turn 
down, plug in 

2. Explain that these are phrasal verbs and we use a lot of them in 
English 

3. A phrasal verb is a phrase made up of a verb with at least one 
other word – normally an adverb or a preposition. The meaning 
can be similar to the meaning of the verb or something 
completely different 

4. Normally their meaning cannot be understood based upon the 
meaning of each word in isolation. For example, if someone 
picks on someone else, they are not choosing them, but teasing 
them.  

5. See if students can identify any other examples, or elicit some 
other common examples from them – pick up, save up, write 
down 

Reading 

5 – 10 min 

1. Display the first page of the comic on the data projector, 
ensuring all can see.  
 

2. Explain that they will be reading a comic about some friends 
going to the beach. Ask some questions to help set the context, 
such as: 
a. Have you been on a trip with your friends?  
b. Have you been on a trip to the beach? How did you get 

there? 
 

3. Explain that the words in red are phrasal verbs – see if they can 
identify a few from the first page before reading. 
 

4. Explain to students that as they read they need to try and 
answer this gist question – ‘What happens on the way to the 
beach?’ Give students 5 – 10 minutes to read the comic. 
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Encourage students to re-read it if time. 
 

5. Once students have finished reading, ask a few comprehension 
questions to ensure they have an understanding of the story 
before moving onto the practice activities. For example: 
 
a. Who does the car belong to? 
b. Why did they have to leave before 10am? 
c. Did they get to the beach? What happened? 

Practice 1 

10 – 15 min 

1. Give out worksheet 1 to the pairs of students. 
 

2. Explain that they have to work together to fill in the gaps using a 
phrasal verb from the box. Each gap has a clue in brackets. 
  

3. Work through at least one example together. 
 

4. Explain that each phrasal verb can only be used once. 
 

5. Give students time to work through this activity together. 
 

6. Once most pairs have finished, group each pair with another pair 
and have them check their answers. 
 

7. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Practice 2 

5 – 10 min 

1. Distribute worksheet 2 to students. With this worksheet, the verb 
is given but students have to think of the other word that missing 
to make up the phrasal verb. 
 

2. To support students, elicit or give a list of particles that are often 
used in phrasal verbs – on, off, up, down, in, out, of, back, over, 
behind. 
 

3. Work through at least one example together. 
 

4. Give students time to work through this activity together. 
 

5. Once most pairs have finished, group each pair with another pair 
and have them check their answers. 
 

6. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Variations 1. If the comic does not display in a size for students to read, the 

teacher and/or several stronger students could read the comic 

aloud for the whole class.  

2. If students have a strong understanding of phrasal verbs they 

may not need the list of particles to be given for the 2nd practice 

activity (worksheet 2). 



Option 3: Computer Lab 

Preparation    1. Ensure that all computers are ready with the link: 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-

vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach 

2. There are also links on this page to the 2 activities/worksheets 

a. gap fill – in context 

b. gap fill – form 

3. Think about the number of computers available – are students 

working individually or with a partner? 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 – 10 mins 

1. List several phrasal verbs for students to see – these could be 
examples from 5.25 such as switch on, switch off, turn up, turn 
down, plug in 

2. Explain that these are phrasal verbs and we use a lot of them in 
English 

3. A phrasal verb is a phrase made up of a verb with at least one 
other word – normally an adverb or a preposition. The meaning 
can be similar to the meaning of the verb or something completely 
different 

4. Normally their meaning cannot be understood based upon the 
meaning of each word in isolation. For example, if someone picks 
on someone else, they are not choosing them, but teasing them.  

5. See if students can identify any other examples, or elicit some 
other common examples from them – pick up, save up, write 
down 

Reading 1. Display the first page of the comic on the data projector, ensuring 
all can see.  
 

2. Explain that they will be reading a comic about some friends 
going to the beach. Ask some questions to help set the context, 
such as: 
 

3. Have you been on a trip with your friends?  
 

4. Have you been on a trip to the beach? How did you get there? 
 

5. Explain that the words in red are phrasal verbs – see if they can 
identify a few from the first page before reading. 

6. Explain to students that as they read they need to try and answer 
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this gist question – ‘What happens on the way to the beach?’ Give 
students 5 – 10 minutes to read the comic. Encourage students to 
re-read it if time. 
 

7. Once students have finished reading, ask a few comprehension 
questions to ensure they have an understanding of the story 
before moving onto the practice activities. For example: 
a. Who does the car belong to? 
b. Why did they have to leave before 10am? 
c. Did they get to the beach? What happened? 

Practice 1 1. Ask students to click on the ‘gap fill – in context’ activity 
 

2. Explain that they have to fill in the gaps using a phrasal verb from 
the box. Each gap has a clue in brackets.  
 

3. Work through at least one example together. 
 

4. Explain that each phrasal verb can only be used once. 
 

5. Give students time to work through this activity. 
 

6. Once most have finished, group each student/pair with another 
student/pair and have them check their answers before they 
check on the computer. 
 

7. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Practice 2 1. Ask students to click on the ‘gap fill – form’ activity.  
 

2. With this activity, the verb is given but students have to think of 
the other word that missing to make up the phrasal verb. 
 

3. To support students, elicit or give a list of particles that are often 
used in phrasal verbs – on, off, up, down, in, out, of, back, over, 
behind. 
 

4. Work through at least one example together. 
 

5. Give students time to work through this activity. 
 

6. Once most have finished, group each student/pair with another 
student/pair and have them check their answers before they 
check on the computer. 
 

7. Bring all students together for whole class feedback. 

Variations 1. You may want students to have a copy of the worksheets so they 
can complete them and keep them for future reference – these 
can be printed from the same link 



http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-

vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach 

2. If students have a strong understanding of phrasal verbs they 
may not need the list of particles to be given for the 2nd practice 
activity (gap fill - form). 

 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/phrasal-verb-videos/beach

